w02 3UIUMO(JI0JBUSS MMM

800%-2¥¥ (1) 5291-22L (L19)
10Z10 VIA ‘PIoYSHId £€T20 VN ‘uoisog
L0 93NS 199.13G YIION /£ d€T¥ wooy ‘9snoy areig

:awiAue aw 1eU0d ‘suonisanb [euonppe aAey noA J1ing
‘Injd|ay g 03 uorewaoul SIy1 puly noA adoy | “Jeah Asans pue
Yoea padue|eq 9q ISNW ‘JUaWUIdA0Z [BJaPa4 BY1 3XUN ‘YaIym

‘ueld Suipuads [enuue ,s133snYydesse|A spjing 3eyl ssadoad
93 JO M3IAIDAO Ue NS 03 paudISap sI apINd SIY ] ‘JUSWUISA0S

91e3s ul 3unesado sapuagde pue ‘SIAIBS ‘swesdoud ||e
spunj1a3pnq Suiedado ajels ay] ssaooud siyi uiejdxa o3 awily
9U3 9ye31 03 pajuem | ‘puelsiapun 03 uisnjuod 3q ued ssadosd
398pnq|enuue ay3sy 198pnq TTOT JBA [BISI SH 818 UOOS
[IIM 83BUSS SRAsNYdesse| Y] j||IH uodeag wodysduiaalo

ONINAAOA 9 NIWVINALI JOLVNAS
A9 NOA OL IHONOYI “ONIANAS 4IVIS NO YdWId V

‘SSHO0YUd 13O9dNd ALVLS TVIINNYV JHL ONIANVISHAIANIN

Senator Benjamin Downing
State House, Room 413F
Boston, MA 02133
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The Commonwealth’s Annual Budget Process

Overview

1. Govenor's Budget

(January)

2. Joint Ways and )

Means Budget
Hearings

(February)

3. House Ways and
Means Budget

(April)

4. House Budget
Debate

(April)

5. Senate Ways and
Means Budget

(May)

6. Senate Budget
Debate

(May)

7. Conference
Committee
Recommendations

8. Governor's
Approval or Vetoes

9. Possible Veto
Overrides

10. Final Budget

(June)

11. Fiscal Year
Begins July 1

10.

Budget Writing Steps

Governor submits his budget recommendations to the House of
Representatives (The Governor’s Budget is known as House 1 or House
2) and Senate.

House and Senate Ways and Means Committees review the Governor's
budget recommendations and hold statewide public hearings.

The House Ways and Means Committee develops and releases its
spending plan.

House members submit amendments to the Ways and Means budget,
which are then debated on the House floor. Once debated, amended
and adopted the final House budget moves to the Senate for
consideration.

The Senate Ways and Means Committee reviews the House budget and
develops its own spending plan.

Senate members submit amendments to the Way and Means budget,
which are then debated on the Senate floor. Once debated, amended
and adopted, it becomes the final Senate budget.

Three members from the House and Senate are appointed by
leadership to a conference committee to resolve the differences
between the House and Senate budgets. The budget compromise,
called the conference committee report, must be adopted by a formal
vote of the House and Senate. The conference committee report can
only be approved or rejected, no additional amendments can be
offered by members.

Once both chambers have approved the budget, it is submitted to the
Governor who has ten days to review it. The Governor can approve or
veto the entire budget, or amend specific line items, but no additional
spending can be added.

The House and Senate can vote to override the Governor’s vetoes. Veto
overrides require a 2/3 majority roll call vote in both chambers.

The final budget, known as the General Appropriations Act (GAA), takes
effect on July 1st, the first day of the fiscal year.

For Additional Information: Mass.Gov Homepage > Your State Budget > Budgetary Processes




